Paul D. and Shirley &. Dee 
83360 Surf Pines Lane 
Deaside, OR 97138 


503-738-5869 
Alice: 5/22/05 


Here‘s a brief history of the Josiah West property on Clatsop Plains. (Probably a lot more 
than you will find of interest) 


Josiah came west in 1859-60, first to the Pikes Peak gold rush in Colorado. Having 
decided the place was too crowded, he migrated to the North Plains area in Oregon, He 
taught school there for a few years, before marrying Lamira Harrison. Harrison Road 
crossing Hyw 26 is on the old family homestead. They moved to the Spokane area, but 
soon returned to Oregon, where he bought the 640 acre Jewett claim in 1871 or 1872 for 
$5000.. 


Josiah passed away in 1920, Lamira in 1916. They had nine children: Mary Lamira, 
Lloyd Garrison, Willis Josiah, Maud Myrtle, Daisy Evangeline, Rose Ora, Theodore 
Parker, Paul Harrison, and Violet, my mother. 


They built a home just east of the Hwy 101/Westlake Ln intersection, near what was then 
known as Summit Lake, (now West Lake) He developed a large dairy herd and built a 
cheese factory, employing Chinese immigrants. Ben Holladay was a cheese customer. 


He continued to purchase adjoining land, as well as some acreage in Salem where he grew 
prunes. Family tradition has it that the additional local acreage was bought for $1.00/acre. 
Rose appears to have acquired part of his property (Surf Pines area) before his death. A 
survey plat dated 1922 shows the plan for dividing parts of the property among his 
remaining children. (Theodore Parker was killed in 1904 by a snapped donkey cable 
during construction of the Skipanon “ditch” east of Hwy 101) 


Altogether he owned about 2000 acres on the Plains, including parts of sections 15, 16, 
21, 22, 27, 28, 35 and 36. The original DLC owners were Thomas, Jewett, Callender, 
Judson, Condit, and Hawkins. The 100 acres immediately south of Surf Pines Lane from 
the highway to Lucas Drive was inherited by my mother, and of course Rose had the 
adjoining property on the north Maude Myrtle‘s husband Anson Prescott tried to develop 
the area that is now the Highlands golf course and community, but it was almost 
immediately covered by migrating dunes. He named the area “Del Rey.” 


Everything west of Neacoxie Creek was essentially barren sand as late as the 1930’s. 
Having grown up at West Lake, I prowled all of the area with my precious dog. Early 
letters describe abrupt dune migration in the 1870’s, resulting in local laws to limit free- 
ranging cattle. Of course the later migration in the 1930’s brought in FDR with the scotch 
(over) 


broom, beach grasses, and pines. I should stop here, but are you possibly interested in the 
physical history of Neahcoxie Lake and Creek since the arrival of Lewis and Clark? It’s 
really intriguing. The Galena hull is now 1150+/- feet east of the current high tide line. 

I have been in correspondence with British descendants of a Galena crewman since 2001, 
one of whom has now passed away. It did result in a visit here by a younger couple from 
Essex who were fascinated by the Galena yarn. 


Are you aware of the machine-gun nests on the high remnant foredunes in Surf Pines 
during WWII? The dunes were later knocked down to allow improved ocean view. One 
is now the community park area. 


How about the story of the skeleton in the sand with an arrowhead in its rib? 


The next time you are in Surf Pines, please drop by to chat and I can show you some of 
the documents and pictures that resulted in this ‘way too long letter. —— = 


Regards, 


paulseel @pacifier.com 


Paul D. and Shirley &. Seo 


33360 Out Pines Lane 
Deaside, OR 97138 
503-738-5869 
May 31, 2005 
Alice: 


I am somewhat reluctant to act as an editor of your precious works, but since you asked, 
I'll try to add some thoughts. I’ve numbered some lines in red on your manuscript, with 
explanations noted below. So here goes: 


1) Did you really mean tugboats? Wasn’t the 1850’s a bit early for tugs? Everything was 
sail then. “PU CRoets— \sl w \902- sy L¥SO rol icel Freer? , Aya 


2,3) The Clatsop Spit has existed since centuries before Anglo invasion. I have a series 
of maps that show its change in shape since the late 1700’s, if you are interested. It has 
continued to build westerly over the decades, only slightly impacted by jetty construction, 
beginning in the 1885 as you note later.. The Iredale wreck is essentially in the same 
place it would be if it hit the shore today. This is because of eddying counter currents 
immediately south of the jetty. Sand from the river continues to migrate southerly, 
though, along the remainder of the shoreline to Tillamook Head. Now accreting about 10 
feet per year, even greater at Gearhart. 


4) Would it not be clearer to change the line to: In part, because of light vegetation and 
low shrubs, Donation Land Claims (DLC’s) were quickly acquired and settled. 


5) Should be Point Adams, rather than Cape Adams. 
6) I'd add the word native before population. 


7) Do you have access to the disgusting history of the Tansy Point Treaty? The Natives 
were treated very poorly, and I question whether they ever got the $120,000. 


8) I am not a “resident” of Surf Pines. How about “neighbor”? 


9) I know of no habitation site on top of Strawberry Hill. Somehow that got mixed up. 
There was a machine gun pit up there during WWII. The skeleton was found at the 
southerly base of the hill, without surrounding shell material or other habitation remains. 


10) I’d add the words array of before unstable dunes. As individual dunes, these were 
not the largest on the Coast. 
(OVER) 


11) I'd change visiting to “to visit”. 


12) I’d change 3000 acres to 300 additional acres 


"ge ————————— 


DS ean 


13) Have you consulted Don Leach, retired SCS regional manager? His address is 
93550 Fort Clatsop Road, Astoria 97103, phone 503-861-1680. He’s probably the most 
knowledgeable person still alive dealing with the local dune history. 


14) No problem, except I didn’t know hemlock and — introduced. I thought 
whic 


they were native. They did import exotic pinés;most-o h are now dead. They even 
imported southern cypress, (not a cedar), one of which is still alive beside Neacoxie Creek 
near our stable. 


15) Was the $15.00 for day’s work? A bit vague. 


16) There is a growing legend about the CCC’s bringing possums to Oregon. Yes, I saw 
possums in their barracks (see attached OCK yarn), but the facts were found to be a bit 
different about why possums spread across the Northwest. Now it appears that a mink 
farmer on the north Clatsop Plains imported a batch of the critters to feed his mink. The 
mink wouldn’t touch them, so he released them to spread all over the County. By 1960 I 
saw them were as far east as Ontario, OR. Fortunately, coyotes love them! 


I hope isn’t too much nit picking. See you next time you’re down. 


J 


Paul 


Paul D. and Dhirckey &. Dee 
33360 Surf Pines Lane 
Dearide, OR 97138 


503-738-5869 
paulsee1@pacifier.com 


June 26, 2005 
Alice: 


I'll be here to chat with you when you’re back in SP. Thanks for the update. I still have 
some problems with the Strawberry Hill bit. Up until about the 1950’s, Strawberry Hill 
was a well-known and rather isolated and steep dune remnant about 1 2 miles south of 
the Bloxom house, approximately where the Del Rey Beach access is now. It was west of 
the dune remnant series which included the Bloxom ridge and the community park ridge. 


Strawberry hill was so popular as a equestrian destination and a source of sweet wild 
berries that it was rapidly eroded by numerous trails to the top and ongoing wind action. 
When we returned to Oregon in 1963, it was almost all gone. There isn’t a sign of it 
anymore. 


There was another Strawberry Hill, perhaps better known to folks from north county, 
located near the Delaura Beach access. I’m not sure of its precise location. 


Re/ the Ornery Country Kid yarns, my daughter Dana 1s working to get the entire 49 
episodes published. I gave her a bound set ten years ago, and she’s made several dups, 
including one for you.. I think there are about only four or five yarns that would apply to 
your area of interest. You are free to use them if you wish, with attribution. 


Sincerely, 


LEGEND 
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64 A GENERAL HISTORY OF OREGON 


related that he had redeemed two Spanish silver spoons that had sé 
been stolen from Martinez himself at that place, 1774. As for the i. 
Americans, if any were met, they were to be dealt with accordiny . 
to these instructions: ~~ a 
“Your honor can make use of stronger argument still to the 
subjects of the independent American colonies, if they should ape : 
pear on the northern coasts of the Californias, which up to the vim 
present time have not seen their vessels, but from an official let ter | 
of the most respected Senor, the Viceroy of Peru, I have learne ij 
that a frigate, which is said to belong to General Washington, left 
Boston in September of 1787, with the intention of going to. he 
aforesaid coasts, that a storm compelled her to put in to the islan ne 
of Juan Fernandez i in distress, and when repaired she pursued. i tS 
course. a ig 
“In case your honor should meet with this Boston frigate @ 
with a little packet that sailed in her convoy and which is lost 
the storm they encountered, these facts will serve your honor 
guide in order to take such action as you can, and as may seer 
to you proper; it being well understood that our settlements” 
being extended in order to make it known thereby to all foreig 
that we have already taken formal possession, in 1779, as fa ri 
beyond the port of Prince William, and of that port and its : adj 
cent islands.” i 28 
The American vessels were the Lady Washington and the CG 
lumbia Redivivus, from Boston. The entire correspondence, co ple 
from the originals, is in the Library of Congress, with all thet 
ports and accompanying documents, excepting letter No. ay é 
which is in the archives at Seville, Spain. In the report of Flor — faa =o ee: 
Viceroy, to Valdez, Foreign Minister in Spain, the suspicion W, begp eo ee 
which the voyage of the Washington and Columbia was views red “3 Bee 
indicated by the following passages: : eee by cance 
“It is to be suspected that this frigate and the little pac ime i i 
which left Boston in her company came with the view of dis v A ad ( 
ing the port and neighboring territory on our northern coé SS : 
the Californias, in order to establish and maintain some ney we 


>) 
nas 
nek 


FROM REMONDINI’S ATLAS, 1776-8 


ony of their nation. There is no doubt that this is the enterpr ‘I F Sowing the great Uniadd gua ii thie lacadlig GP the aekeraied ‘ais 

for what other object could have compelled them to such a JOM = the Columbia river would be at the entrance discovered by d'Apullan 
voyage as these two barks are making.” The Viceroy procee eds Bec 3 
quote from Jonathan Carver’s Travels and to call attention 10 Bie 64a 
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ALICE GUSTAFSON 

From: "Paul See" <paulsee1 @pacifier.com> 

To: "ALICE GUSTAFSON" <TOMANDALICEG@msn.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 06, 2005 8:29 AM 


Subject: Re: surfpines 
Alice: 


| seriously doubt whether there would be any record of the gun 
emplacements on the dunes. This was a period of extreme tension 
and secrecy. The troops assigned to protect the beach were 
poorly supplied; most had only rifles. Certainly no howitzers. The 
few machine guns, maybe six for the entire coast from Seaside to 
Ft. Stevens, were naturally placed on the highest possible points, 
dug into the sand about six feet with the pit supported by scraps 

of lumber and small logs scrounged off the beach. Sand and clumps 
of beach grass were placed on small logs which made up the roof. 
lt was a cold winter, and the troops had no warm clothing. My 
mom and others made knitted gloves for them. 


Did | show you the anti-aircraft battery in our field? It's now 

just a shallow depression. They dug a maize of trenches around the 
gun site, which were a regular trap for my Dad's sheep. The 

troops were constantly having to pitch them back onto the surface. 


As to the tower, | think the thing you were referred to was on the 
ridge east of HWY 101, about due east of the Pioneer Church. 

lt remained until a few decades ago, but only one concrete pillar 
remains now. I'll be glad to point it out to you. It was manned by 
civilians. 


Regards, 
Paul 


----- Original Message ----- 

From: ALICE GUSTAFSON 

To: paul see 

Sent: Tuesday, July 05, 2005 3:08 PM 
Subject: surfpines 


Cae, : 4 
li j 
of msn. * Photo E-mail Play slideshow | Download images 


I spent Saturday at Ft. STevens attempting to confirm gun placements in Surf Pines during 
WW11. I found pictures of a small portable Howitzer that could have been there, and also a 
photo of a tower (observation?). Do either of these look familiar? Sorry about the drawing but 
perhaps you can get the idea. These were actually placed somewhere between Seaside and 
Rilea, and nearer Rilea than Seaside. Hope these will jog that good memory of yours. This 
might be a “lot to do about nothing." Alice 


7/6/2005 
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ALICE GUSTAFSON 

From: "Paul See" <paulsee1 @pacifier.com> 

To: "ALICE GUSTAFSON" <TOMANDALICEG@msn.com> 
Sent: Friday, July 08, 2005 7:46 AM 


Subject: Re: surfpines 
Alice: 


Yes, you may use the knit gloves remark, but Mom was 

only one of a number of locals who tried to keep the soldiers 
from freezing. The warning tower east of 101 was supported 
by several concrete pillars until several years ago when the 
area was partially cleared. Now part of only one pillar remains 
erect, visible from the Hwy. 


What Mike M. remembers is the remains of a machine gun 
pit on Strawberry Hill. There was another one on "Galena Hill" 
where the park now exists. 


I'll try to sketch a profile of a pit as | remember it and send it 
to you via snail mail. 


Paul 


----- Original Message ----- 

From: ALICE GUSTAFSON 

To: Paul See 

Sent: Wednesday, July 06, 2005 4:45 PM 
Subject: Re: surfpines 


Thanks, Paul for your response. So far, I have not received confirmation from either Coast 
Guard or Ft. Stevens, although, as I have said there are pictures of the general dune area. May I 
use your observations and the charming comments about your Mom knitting gloves for the men? 
Tom and I have drove up to the tower many years ago, across from church, but it is now totally 
obscured by tree growth. It was a pretty good sized concrete room that must have had a good 
view of the ocean before trees overtook it. 

Mike Manion also remembers an observation post ? atop of Strawberry hill made of wood and 
sod. Remember that? Alice 


----- Original Message ----- 

From: Paul See 

To: ALICE GUSTAFSON 

Sent: Wednesday, July 06, 2005 8:29 AM 
Subject: Re: surfpines 


Alice: 


| seriously doubt whether there would be any record of the gun 
emplacements on the dunes. This was a period of extreme tension 
and secrecy. The troops assigned to protect the beach were 

poorly supplied; most had only rifles. Certainly no howitzers. The 
few machine guns, maybe six for the entire coast from Seaside to 

Ft. Stevens, were naturally placed on the highest possible points, 
dug into the sand about six feet with the pit supported by scraps 

of lumber and small logs scrounged off the beach. Sand and clumps 
of beach grass were placed on small logs which made up the roof. 


7/8/2005 
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9. Aira praecox L. 
Little Hair-grass 

Slender annual; stem 2 to 10 inches tall; 
leaf blades short; inflorescence dense 
and narrow; spikelets 2-flowered. 

Dry deflation plains with seashore lu- 
pine. British Columbia to California 
and on the Atlantic Coast; introduced 


se oh we 


from Europe. 

; Pd Similar to A. praecox, but with an 
iF 3 open inflorescence is Aira caryophyllea 
_ 2" Tak L. (Silvery Hair-grass). The species oc- 
a , At curs in similar habitats and sometimes 
: together. 
a ” 
_— 10. Ammophila arenaria (L.) Link 
4 Beach-grass or European Beach-grass 
a - Stout perennial with long scaly rhi- 

os zomes; flowering stems 2-6 feet tall; 
q blades involute; inflorescence cylindri- 
i cal, dense; spikelets 1-flowered, 3/8 to 


5/8 inch long. 

Forms the foredune; used as a sand 
binder in dune stabilization work. 
California to Washington; introduced 
from Europe. 


11. Anthoxanthum odoratum L. 
Sweet Vernal Grass 
Sweet-scented perennial, 8-24 inches in 
height; inflorescence nearly cylindrical; 
spikelets with one small terminal fertile 
floret and two larger sterile lemmas; 
whole plant pale yellowish-green in 
color. 

Frequent on the dunes and along road- 

sides: introduced from Europe. 
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Abusing Coal = Creating Diamond » Calculating Wood 


JULY 1955 


YEW ELEMENT~—“For a few days early 
his year ii was something new under 
he sun, but not much of it. Chemists at 
he University of California had made 17 
itoms of element 101. The substance, 
iamed mendelevium (abbreviated Mv) 
now Md\| after the father of the peri- 
idic table, was produced by bombard- 
1g element 99 with energetic alpha par- 
icles from a cyclotron. The isotope 
hereby obtained, the atomic 
reight of which is 256, decays by 
dontaneous fission with a half- 
fe somewhere between half an 
our and several hours.” 

JAL—“The analysis of coal into 
s elemental constituents tells us 
most nothing about it as a 
1emica! substance. For this we 
ust know the chemical struc- 
re of coal, the way in which its 
oms are linked to form mole- 
iles. The effort is worthwhile 
‘cause the more that is known 
‘out how coal is put together, 
e more precisely can it be taken 
art to yield desirable chemical] 
bstances. Already one im- 
oved process has made from 
al over 200 basic chemicals, 
me entirely new or in quanti- 
s never before achieved. It is 
s fact that leads chemists and 


time, it does begin to look as though we 
had entered upon active construction 
without making that special preparation 
for the reception, housing, and subsis- 
tence of the working force, which the 
very trying tropical conditions at the 
Isthmus render necessary. By all means, 
let the army have charge of this work. It 
would be courting disaster to farm out 
the task of care and feeding to profes- 
sional boarding-house keepers.” 
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layer. An immense pressure is the result, 
and the carbon is precipitated out of the 
iron as fine grains of black and transpar- 
ent diamonds.” 


MAN AND HORSE—“Our photograph rep- 
resents a beautifully mounted group 
consisting of the skeleton of a horse rear- 
ing and of a man, recently placed on ex- 
hibition in the American Museum of 
Natural History. The picture shows that 
the bones of a man and horse are 
strictly comparable, but man has 
retained more of the primitive 
features common to all mam- 
mals, the horse being far more 
specialized in the structure of its 
limbs and of its grinding teeth.” 


JULY 1855 

SAND ANCHORS—“There has 
been received in the Patent Of- 
fice, from Holland, the seeds of 
the sea reed (arundo arenaria), 
and the upright sea lyme grass 
(elymus arenarius), which have 
long been used in that country 


the sea coast. These seeds have 
been imported for experiment 
all along the Atlantic coast, from 
Maine to Florida. The nutritive 
matter of these grasses is not suf- 
ficient to make them worthy of 
cultivation, but the two com-_ 


if 


for reclaiming the sand drifts on } 


wv 


aservationists to conclude that 5K ELETONS of manand horse compared, 1905 bined are of great utility, as they 
> most wasteful thing to do bind the loose sands of the sea 
th coal is merely to burn it.” MAKING BIAMONDS—“Once in posses- shore, and thereby raise a durable natu- 


sion of the electric furnace, the eminent 
French chemist Prof. Henri Moissan 
tried to reproduce the process which na- 
ture was supposed to have used to form 
the diamond. The essential part was to 
dissolve the carbon in iron which has 
been kept in fusion at 5,000 degrees F. 
The next step is to cool the mass sud- 
denly so as to form a solid crust. Then 
when the inside begins to cool it tries to 
expand, but is imprisoned in the outer 


ral barrier against the encroachments of 
the ocean upon the land. Indeed, Hol-.. 
land owes her very existence, in a con- » 
siderable degree, to their preserving 
influences.” | 


LY 1905 

VAMA CANAL—“President Roosevelt 
likened the stragglers that have drift- 
10me from Panama, with their mouths 
|of censure and complaint, to the few 
it-hearted and garrulous soldiers that 
back to the rear when the battle is on 
ood earnest. Nobody supposes that 
Isthmus of Panama is just now either 
‘alth or a pleasure resort; at the same 


wae 


NAVY LUMBER—“How many trees make 
a ship? It requires 2,200 full grown 
trees, or the matured crop of forty-four 
acres of woodland to furnish timber for 
a single 74 gun ship.” 
SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN JULY 2065 
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v were aboard. The Indian 
f to the capsized lifeboat 
r Oysterville. Three dead. 
reported as occurring at 
mbia. 

ider, British. Grounded on 
known by that name until 
as the first known ground- 
damage, no lives lost, the 


yr ship, Norwegian. See 


Ship, British, 814 tons, en 
Zealand-Columbia River. 
1880 the Weekly Astorian 
‘y of Dublin had washed 
vere now lying behind the 
irters. “Rigging and other 
sold Dec. 1, 1878. The sale 
more was brought in than 
torian, Dec. 1878. : 
p #50 11/29/1899 Ship % 
|in a very spectacular and ~ 
»e Disappointment. 2 
British, 778 ton, a wooden | 
31'x 21’. She struck heavily- q 
for England with 43,867 © 
vas valued at $32,000 and 
tug Fearless stood by while 5 
a losing battle. They were = 
ed beneath the waves 127 
Japt. W. H. Vessey. eB 
mer, ex-Helenic Skipper,” 
h 2 masts, 2 decks; 
n 1895 with a 47 crew and 
n explosion sent her to the, 
Everyone saved. : 
1912 Steam schoonety 
salvaged a 
k, British, 1293 tons. En 
when she failed to answet 
2 on the north entrance, “ 
alued at $65,000, cargo.@s 


saved. 
sked at the mouth of @% 


p, built at Tillamookigl 
nracent cite af Rav Gl 


did his best for Olson & Co. and the U.S. Maritime 
Commission, but his ship drifted and sank due west 
of buoy #6, % mile out in 210’, losing a grain cargo of 
more than 5,000 tons. 

Edith Lorne 11/17/1881 Bark, British, 803 tons with 
a cargo of grain when she was lost on the bar while en 
route to Queenstown. Captain William Watt said 
the ship was valued at $60,000, the cargo at $44,000. 
Ship and cargo a total loss, the crew was saved. 

Electra 1/26/1944 Diesel troller, 72 tons. Lost on 
Clatsop Spit. 

*Emily Stephens 2/8/1881 Schooner, 68 tons, built 
at Westport by W. J. Stephens, 77'x21'x7’. 
Wrecked on Clatsop Spit. 

Emma Claudine 11/19/1906 Schooner was in a bad 
way during a severe blow and foundered on Clatsop 
Spit. Captain Stream tied his trusting wife to a spar 
after signaling the barkentine Winkleman to stand 
close. With the two ships running side-by-side, he 
cast a line to the other ship, rigged a snatch-block 
and butt-sling and sent Mrs. Stream dousing through 
the water to safety. The fight to save the ship, how- 
ever, was a losing one and the crew finally were 
forced to abandon ship. They were picked up by the 
Minnie E. Caine. 

Fern Glen 10/16/1881 Ship, British, iron, 818 tons. 
Captain F. Budd was unaware of the new Tillamook 
Light and the change of color in the Point Adams 
Light. As a result, he drove his ship directly into the 
Clatsop Spit. 

Flora 3/26/1954 Troller. Wrecked just outside of 
Peacock Spit. Two dead. 

Francis H. Leggett 9/18/1914 Steam schooner en 

route Grays Harbor-San Francisco. The vessel en- 

countered difficulties in heavy weather when a 

deckload of ties canted off the deck of the 1606 ton 

ship. She listed to starboard and took great gulps of 
water down her torn hatch covers. Captain C. Maro 
had little time to prepare his passengers for what was 
to come. At the same time as the distressed 11 year 
old ship began to plunge to the bottom, the 3000 ton 

Japanese cruiser Idzumi happened by. Using the 

excuse they sailed on a search-and-destroy mission 

against the Leipzig of the Imperial German Navy, 
the warship refused to halt and aid the survivors and 

Sent, instead, a garbled and misleading wireless as 

she steamed past. Out of the 37 passengers and 25 

ws only James Farrell of Seattle and George 


Cape Falcon to Cape Disappointment 


Foss #2 1931 Scow, 495 tons. Lost while under tow 
near Tillamook Head. 

Galena 11/13/1906 Bark, four masts, 2294 tons, 
292’ x 43’ x 24’, built at Dundee, Scotland by A. Ste- 
phens & Sons in 1890. The ship, in ballast from 
Junin, Chile, was 59 days en route to Portland for 
grain. Captain J. J. Howell reported to her owner 
Thomas Shute in Liverpool an occurrence very sim- 
ilar to that of Captain Laurence of the Peter Iredale, 
lost just 18 days previously a few miles north. Poor 
visibility caused the Galena to go ashore at Surf- 
pines. Her remains are presently under some new 
homes in the dunes about three miles north of Seaside 
and some 600’ from the surf. 

Gamecock 6/28/1898 Sternwheeler northbound un- 
der tow with the Staghound. Both ships ran into foul 
weather and became severely damaged while being 
towed by the Elihu Thompson. Only the Gamecock’s 
cargo of wood kept her afloat long enough to bring 
her into the safety of the Columbia. 

General Warren 1/30/1852 Steamer, 309 tons, built 
at Portland, Maine in 1844. Grounded and lost on 
the Clatsop Spit. See story, “If I Live... .” 

George W. Prescott 3/9/1902 Schooner, ex-Iron- 
dale. Foundered at sea off the Columbia. One dead, 
NFI. 

Glenmorag 12/19/1896 Ship, British. Grounded on 
North Beach. Not all bad for the stranded Captain 
Turnbull, for he met and married Miss Agnes Gar- 
retson of Ocean Park. 

Glenesslin 10/1/1913 Square-rigger, three masts, 
steel hull, 1818 gross tons. It was aclear, calm day, so 
calm, in fact, it could have been called an “Irish 
Hurricane” when this Glasgow-built ship went 
ashore. Having sailed the seas since 1885, the beau- 
tiful ship came to a sad end when, after years of 
losing money, she struck at the foot of Neah-Kah-Nie 
Mountain. Captain Owen Williams, who had been 
drinking, left his vessel in charge of inexperienced 
hands. The captain lost his license for three months; 
the 2nd mate, John Colefield, lost his for six months, 
but the insurance paid off anyway. The ship’s value 
was set at $30,000. The wreck sold for $560, but 
when the buyers took another look, they sold it on the 
spot for $100. The new owners removed most of her 
deck gear and made a substantial profit, but much of 
her hull still remains and is easily found in the water 
along the rocky shore below the pinnacles of the 
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Photo Courtesy Ted Stokes 


The “Galena” came to a sliding stop in the mist near what ts now 
the Surf Pines section of North Gearhart. 


Story by Ted Stokes 


I was November 13, 1906. The British 
tour-masted bark Galena was sailing north 
to the Columbia River mouth to pick up a 
pilot. This 2294-ton iron and steel 
windjammer was inbound from Junin, Chile, 
filled with ballast; grain would be loaded in 
Portland for delivery in the United Kingdom. 


The Galena was one of the largest and 
finest of the grain fleet and was owned by S. 
Galena & Company of Liverpool. She was 
built in 1890 at Dundee. Galena was a sister 
ship of Peter Iredale (wrecked October 25, 
1906). 


Because of stormy weather, the course off 
the Clatsop shoreline had been black and 
gloomy. Captain J.J. Howell looked inland 
tor the Columbia River entrance. He 
observed no waiting pilot boat. Suddenly, off 
Gearhart, he saw a large outflow of water 
starboard. Convinced that this mass of water 
was the Columbia and that he had missed 


the pilot vessel, he called out: “Starboard... 
hard!” 


The Galena came around to the new 
course in the mist. In just minutes the bark 
eased to asliding stop. The masts above 


trembled but did not break. The officers and 


crew looked at the churning surf starboard; 


1 


but by then some of the crew were walking 
ashore, attracted by a bright spire on the roof 
of anearby cottage. 


Mr. West, a homesteader, came out of the 
cottage and offered to help the shipwrecked 
Britons. One of the officers asked, “Is this 
an island we are on?” 


“No, you are on the Oregon beach of 
Clatsop County. The Columbia River is 
north a few miles,” Mr. West informed them. 


A long-time resident of Warrenton, Vern 
Schultz, said in 1982, “Captain Howell saw 
an onrush of water in the fog draining from a 
rain-filled sand dune lake.” 


Efforts were begun immediately to refloat 
the Galena, but were not successful. She was 
partially scrapped on the beach and her 
lower sections were soon completely 
devoured by the sand. 


The grounding site of the Galena is in the 
Surf Pines section of North Gearhart. LJ 


Editor’s note: The salvaged ship's cabin table, 
used by Captain Howell, was given to the 
Seaside City Library in 1981. This massive 
antique may still be seen in the research alcove 
at the library. 
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The Galena was 59 days out from 


Junin, Chile, on its way to Portland 
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when it ran aground at what is now 


Surf Pines, Nov. 13, 1906. 


Galena’s bell was recently 


The 
donated to the Columbia River Maritime 


Museum. 
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By DAVID PEARSON 


North Coast’s maritime past 


The year of the 


ship wrecks 


By DAVID PEARSON 
For Coast Weekend 


David Pearson is the curator 
for the Columbia River Maritime 
Museum. His column appears 
monthly in Coast Weekend. 


ust 18 days after the wreck of 

the Peter Iredale, incredibly 

another large British square- 
rigged sailing ship found itself 
wrecked on Oregon’s beaches 
while trying to enter the Colum- 
bia River. 

The Galena, a 292-foot bark, 
was 59 days out from Junin, 
Chile, on its way to Portland. As 
the Galena was making her way 
up the coast Nov. 13, 1906, the 
ship ran into heavy rain and fog 
off the northern coast, just as the 
crew of the Peter Iredale had. 

With the wind and the waves 
pushing the ship towards the 
coast, the ship slowly drifted off 
course throughout the night. Just 
before dawn, the sound of the 
breakers on the beach alarmed the 


crew to their actual position. 

In an attempt to correct this 
mistake, the ship turned north- 
west to make its way back out to 
sea, but the waves working 
against it proved too strong. The 
ship ran aground stern-first about 
three miles north of Gearhart. The 
captain and crew, fearing that the 
masts would fall to the deck from 
all the pounding, quickly aban- 
doned ship by launching a life 
raft and rowed to shore. 

Amazingly, no one was lost in 
the accident. After reaching shore 
and determining exactly where 
they were, the captain and crew 
caught the train to Astoria. 

An effort was made to refloat 
the Galena, but it was too late. 
Having no insurance for the ship, 
the owners auctioned it off to be 
scrapped. Reports tell of the sal- 
vage effort even going as far as to 
dynamite the steel hull plates out 
from the sand. What is left of the 
ship is still buried under what is 
now Surf Pines. 

Remnants of this North Coast 


J.J. Howell of the Galena, visiting the Galena after the wreck. 


wreck have been housed at the 
Columbia River Maritime 
Museum since 1973. These rem- 
nants include a double-block 
pulley from the sailing rig, a 
small bell, padlock and key, a 
small revolver, ship’s logs and 
accounts of seamen’s wages. 
This past month, another artifact 
from the Galena was donated to 
the museum for safekeeping and 


display: a ship’s bell. 
In near perfect condition, 


weighing in at almost 30 pounds, 


the bell had been in the donor’s 


family since it was collected from 


the wrecked ship in 1906. The 
maritime museum is proud to be 
able to share this new artifact 
with its visitors when it goes on 
display in November after some 
conservation treatments. 


Columbia River Maritime Museum 


Columbia River Maritime Museum 
When the captain and crew of the Galena arrived in Astoria, they soon ran into the captain of the 
Peter Iredale. Since both ships were from Great Britain, one can speculate that the men had plenty in 
common, especially after both of ships had wrecked within miles of each other. This photo, daied Nov. 
1906, shows Captain H. Lawrence of the Peter Iredale and second mate Roland Tepper and Capiain 


aie git in 
19s Nie Sy soum is open daily 
3 A a o. a pin. Aclmission 


Coast Weekend / Odober 4:11, 2000 / 15 


LAC He no & (Ler 
fen & vhf plone Pan fee 
panels 


ieee eel 


OPI = 


(gemfibrozil) wees 


4 oD (tres — 


/ GIUS- aia mietlend os. 


~~ oe “Jy 
helt fi eve 


[OPID = 


(gemfibrozil) issiee 


D-56-PD-6021-Al (2-90) 


Laut ie. 938-5969 
Qgod Clrts- tong 4 
re a eres amie 
andl 
hate peree x ee Ls 
‘a 
ue — 


ee, 


[OPID = 


(gemfibrozil ) seine 


PD-56-PD-6021-Al (2-00) 


ee ee 
eee 


Uy Ve aa oa a, , 
atte 


‘ 
= 


(gemfibrozil) ons 


fea. 
|S ~ Fae Se 
shot fr | 4 


OP ID) = 


(gemfibrozil) issies 


a 


single-entity Q Y/ Walle Cbrer_ chee. 
rere when painful spas 

— * ; | " = a . : ly 

dicyclomine /z | ymptom = the irritable 


oe ide USP) /§ 32 5 


oe, Oe CrCrer 


CTT C&L 
LOS 


| asf . ; 
Wi¥ BUR TER Ny ti EicLD Con sev 
vA . : e 


d 


Cotlecteh Azer om 0 eos Le pt oh 


(dicyclomine hydrochloride USP) 


*This drug has been classified “probably” effective in the treatment of functional bowel/irritable bowel syndrome and infant colic. 
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